Department of Human Resources FIA ACTION TRANSMITTAL
511 %. Saratoga 3. ! )

Baltimore, MD. 21201-3521

{ Issuance Date: September 8, 1997 Effective Date: October 1, 1997
Control Number: 98-11
TO: DIRECTORS, LOCAL DEPARTMEN TS OF SOCIAL SERVICES
DEPUTY/ASSISTANT DIRECTORS FOR FAMILY INVESTMENT
FAMILY INVESTMENT SUPERVISORS

FROM:

RE:

ORIGINATING OFFICE: OFFICE OF POLICY AND RESEARCH

BACKGROUND

*““ Each October, the United States Department of Agriculture publishes a new Thrifty Foed Plan
(TFP) on which food stamp program allotments are based. Effective October 1, 1997, the net and
gross monthly income standards will increase. The maximum allotments will also increase slightly.
The excess shelter deduction and standard deduction will not change. The homeless household

shelter allowance also remains unchanged.

POLICY

o The standard deduction will remain at $134.

® The excess shelter deduction will remain at $250.

° The homeless shelter will remain at $143. A homeless shelter allowance of $143 will be

deducted from income (after a 20% earned income deduction, if appropriate). Households
receiving the homeless shelter allowance cannot also receive a deduction for shelter costs,



® The changes to the income standards include the foilowing revisions to be effective
October 1, 1997:

Monthly Income Maximum

Maximum Gross Maximum Net Elderly/Disabled Allotment
Monthly Income* Monthly Income Separate HH* Thrifty
130% of Poverty 100% of Poverty* 165% of Poverty Food Plan

HH

Size  Column A Column B Column C Column D

1 $ 855 $ 658 $1,085 $122

2 1,150 885 1,459 224

3 1,445 1,111 1,833 321

4 1,739 1,338 2,207 408

5 2,034 1,565 2,581 485

6 2,329 1,791 2,955 582

7 2,623 2,018 3,329 643

8 2,918 2,245 3,703 735

Each

Additional

Member +295 +227 +374 +92

*Maximum gross and net monthly income figures are not used for computing the coupon allotment.
They are included as a reference for determining the household's eligibility.

AIMS IMPACT

CHANGE IN ALLOTMENTS AND ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS

On September 29, 1997, all food stamp cases that are in "A" or "U" status that are not in special
processing or adverse action status for November will go through mass change. The simulated mass
change will be run on September 16, 1997. The S-200 Notice of Action letters will be produced.

The S-930 Mass Change Detail Report will not be printed, but the information will be available online vi:
the AMCI transaction for the simulated run and the APRI transaction for the actual run.

The 5-920 Mass Change Exception Report will be produced after the pre-simulation run and be
distributed on September 9. This report will show cases in special processing and cases in adverse action
status for November. These cases will not be part of the mass change unless changes are made on AIMS
by the close of business on September 29, 1997. For cases in special processing, if the allotment amount
will be increasing beyond the old standard limits, the change cannot be made until October 1, 1997. Issut
a supplement if the change cannot be made until after the October issuance cut off date for the food

stamp category.

The recoupment portion of food stamp cases with a recoupment status of "W" will not be part of the
mass change. These cases must be looked at individually to determine if the recoupment amount needs

adjustment. The "W" status cases are listed on the S-300 report.
2

W



CARES IMPACT

CHANGE IN ATTOTMENTS AND BT IGTRILITY STANDARDS

The CARES mass change will take place on September 12, 1997. The new parameters will be in
production September 15, 1997. Recoupment cases which have a payment plan source code of Grant
Reduction (GR) or Court Order (CO) will not be recalculated during the mass modification. A report
identifying these assistance units will be distributed to affected district offices on September 15, 1997.
These cases should be reviewed to determine if an adjustment is necessary.

ACTION REQUIRED

Basis of Coupon Issuance Tables and manual pages are attached.

UESTIONS
Questions may be directed to Steve Sturgill on (410) 767-7733.

NOTE: The new processing will actually be in place in AIMS on September 30, 1997. However, we
recommend that only emergency OTOs and cases that must be processed to meet compliance standards
be transacted prior to the end of the month. These transactions will never be counted on any statistical
report or productivity report and the effective dates for these transactions may not reflect the actual
effective dates. Any OTOs issued on this day must use the new issuance table amounts.

cc: FIA Management Staff



DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES FOOD STAMP MANUAL J‘ 1 5
|

FAMILY INVESTMENT ADMINISTRATION

STANDARDS FOR INCOME AND Section 600 Page 1
DEDUCTIONS

STANDARDS FOR ELIGIBILITY AND MAXIMUM ALLOTMENTS
A The Standards for the following appear in Section 600 page 2.

(I)  Column A - Maximum Gross Monthly Income Standards (130% of poverty)
(2)  Column B - Maximum Net Monthly Income Standards (100% of poverty)
(3)  Column C - Maximum Gross Income Standard for Elderly and Disabled Separate

Household (165% of poverty)
(4)  Column D - Thrifty Food Plan/Maximum Allotment

B. Standards (1), (2), and (3) are used to determine household eligibility and not for
computing allotments.

FORMULA CALCULATION

Multiply the household's net monthly income by 30%. Round the product up to the next whole
dollar if any cents result. Subtract the product from the maximum allotment amount for the

household size found in Column D, section 600. In an initial month, if the allotment is less than
$10, no benefit is issued. Except in an initial month, all eligible one and two person households

must be issued the minimum allotment of $10.

' DEDUCTION STANDARDS

The following are the deduction standards per household unless otherwise noted:

Standard Deduction $134
*Excess Shelter Deduction up to 250
Homeless Household Shelter Allowance- 143
Dependent Care (child or elderly or disabled adult)
For each dependent when needed for full time employment. 200
For each dependent when needed for part time employment 100
Standard Utility Allowance (SUA 183
Limited Utility Allowance (LUA) 110
Telephone Standard 20
* The excess shelter cap does not apply to households with an aged or disabled member.

These households receive an uncapped shelter deduction.

Date: 10/97
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