!r : . Department of Human Resources FIA ACTION TRAN SMITTAL
o FﬁH 211 W. Saratoga St.
A % Baltimore, MD. 21201-3521

Issuance Date: Effective Date:  JANuARY 1, 1997
DECEMBER 4, 1996 .
CORRECTED
Control Number: FIA/OPA #97-63
- TO: DIRECTORS, LOCAL DEPARTMENTS OF SOCIAL SERVICES

DEPUTY/ASSISTANT DIRECTORS FOR FAMILY INVESTMENT
FAMILY H:IVESTNIENT SUPERVISORS

FROM: KEVIN ML ; DIRECTOR, FIA
RE: FOOD STAMP MASS CHANGE - EXCESS SHELTER DEDUCTION
PROGRAM AFFECTED: FOOD STAMP PROGRAM

ORIGINATING OFFICE: OPA/DIVISION OF PROGRAM POLICY AND
REGULATION

BACKGROUND

A provision of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996
increases the excess shelter cap effective January 1, 1997.

Action transmittal FIA OPA 97-28 was issued September 20, 1996, with the increases in the

eligibility standards and allotment tables. In the Monthly Net Income column, the amounts were
not rounded to reflect whole dollar amounts. Corrected Basis of Issuance Tables are attached.

OLD POLICY

The excess shelter cap was $247.

NEW POLICY

Effective January 1, 1997, the excess shelter cap is $250.

ACTION REQUIRED
AIMS

On December 30, 1996, all food stamp cases that are in "A" or "U" status that are not in special
processing or adverse action status for November will go through mass change.



The simulated mass change will be run on December 16, 1996. The S-200 Notice of Action
letters will be produced. The S-930 Mass Change Detail Report will not be printed, but the
information will be available online via the AMCI transaction for the simulated run and the APRI

transaction for the actual run.

The S-920 Mass Change Exception Report will be produced after the simulated run and again
after the actual run. You will receive the first S-920 shortly after the simulated run. This report
will show cases in special processing and cases in adverse action status for January. These cases
will not be part of the mass change unless changes are made on AIMS by the close of business on

December 30, 1996.

The recoupment portion of food stamp cases with a recoupment status of "W" will not be part of
the mass change. These cases must be looked at individually to determine if the recoupment
amount needs adjustment. The "W" status cases are listed on the S-300 report.

CARES

The CARES mass change will take place on December 21, 1996. On the morning of January 2,
1997, CARES will contain the new parameter for the shelter deduction. No additional action is

required.

Please place the attached manual pages in the Food Stamp Manual. The On-line Manual will be
updated by January 1, 1997.

INQUIRIES
Please direct questions to Kay Finegan at (410) 767-7939.

cc: FIA Management Staff
Constituent Services



STANDARDS FOR ELIGIBILITY AND MAXIMUM ALLOTMENTS

A The Standards for the following appear in Section 600 page 2.

(1)  Column A - Maximum Gross Monthly Income Standards (130% of

poverty)
(2)  Column B - Maximum Net Monthly Income Standards (100% of poverty)
3) Column C - Maximum Gross Income Standard for Elderly and Disabled

Separate Household (165% of poverty)
4 Column D - Thrifty Food Plan/Maximum Allotment

B. Standards (1), (2), and (3) are used to determine household eligibility and not for
computing allotments.

FORMULA CALCULATION

Multiply the household's net monthly income by 30%. Round the product up to the next
whole dollar if any cents result. Subtract the product from the maximum allotment
amount for the household size found in Column D, section 600. In an initial month, if the
allotment is less than $10, no benefit is issued. Except in an initial month, all eligible one
and two person households must be issued the minimum allotment of $10.

DEDUCTION STANDARDS

The following are the deduction standards per household unless otherwise noted:

Standard Deduction: $134
*Excess Shelter Deduction —up to 250
Homeless Household Shelter Allowance 143

Dependent Care (child or elderly or disabled adult)

For each dependent when needed for full time empioyment 200
For each dependent when needed for part time employment 100
Standard Utility Allowance (SUA 183
Limited Utility Allowance (LUA) 110
Telephone Standard 20

* The excess shelter cap does not apply to households with an aged or disabled
member. These households receive an uncapped shelter deduction.
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