
 

OMAVI SHUKUR 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

University of Maryland School of Law 

Assistant Professor, Summer 2024-Present  

Courses: Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure I, Critical Race Theory  

Columbia Law School 

Associate Research Scholar and Lecturer, Spring 2021-Spring 2024  

Courses: Abolition Practicum, The Criminalization of Black Resistance  

New York University School of Law 

Adjunct Professor, Spring 2023, Spring 2024  

Course: Critical Race Theory 

Harvard Law School 

Instructor, Winter 2018, Winter 2019, Winter 2023  

Course: Trial Advocacy Workshop 

William H. Bowen School of Law 

Adjunct Professor, Spring 2018  

Course: Critical Race Theory 

EDUCATION 

Harvard Law School 

J.D. 

Columbia University 

B.A., Political Science 

University of Ghana, Legon 

Semester Abroad 

ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 

(Un)American Revolutionaries in the Courtroom: A Critical Race Paradigm, 115 GEORGETOWN LAW JOURNAL 

(Forthcoming 2026)  

 

The Beginning of Beyond: A Review of Beyond Policing, 24:3 SOULS: A CRITICAL JOURNAL OF BLACK POLITICS, 

CULTURE, AND SOCIETY 147 (2025) (invited) 

 

Punishing Involuntary Resistance, 113 GEORGETOWN LAW JOURNAL 1 (2024)  

• Cited in Congressional Research Service of the United States Congress, The Cruel and Unusual 

Punishments Clause’s Substantive Limits on Criminal Laws fn 34 (Sept. 4, 2025) 

The Criminalization of Black Resistance to Capture and Policing, 103 BOSTON UNIVERSITY LAW REVIEW 1 (2023) 

• Cited in Bennett Capers, Roger A. Fairfax Jr., Eric J. Miller, CRIMINAL LAW: A CRITICAL APPROACH 1009 

(W. Acad. 2023) 

Arkansas’s Manufactured Incarceration Crisis, 7 ARK. JOURNAL OF SOCIAL CHANGE & PUBLIC SERVICE 1 (2017) 

MAINSTREAM ARTICLES 

Arkansas’s Anti-Loitering Law Targets People — Especially Black Youths — Just for Hanging Out in Public, 

ARKANSAS TIMES (February 19, 2026) 

The Inadequate Legacy of Brown, ARKANSAS TIMES (September 21, 2017) 

https://www.congress.gov/crs_external_products/R/PDF/R48692/R48692.3.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/crs_external_products/R/PDF/R48692/R48692.3.pdf
https://ualr.edu/socialchange/2017/10/02/arkansass-manufactured-incarceration-crisis/
https://arktimes.com/arkansas-blog/2026/02/19/arkansass-anti-loitering-law-targets-people-especially-black-youths-just-for-hanging-out-in-public
https://www.arktimes.com/arkansas/the-inadequate-legacy-of-brown/Content?oid=9714988


 Shukur - 2 

What Do You Call a Black Man with a J.D.?, THE ROOT (November 24, 2010)  

IN PROGRESS 

Against Tyranny: How Criminal Law Mediates Resistance to Tyrannical State Violence 

AMICUS CURIAE BRIEF 

Edwards v. Vannoy, United States Supreme Court amicus curiae brief filed on behalf of the NAACP Legal 

Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. (with Mahogany Reed and Samuel Spital) (2020) 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

Interviews with Lawyers: Omavi Shukur, in LAWYERING FOR LIBERATION 23-24 (University of California Press 

2026)  

New Jersey Reparations Council, Policing and Incarceration: From Rebellion to Today (with Alexis Karteron, 

Jason D. Williams, Amol Sinha, Bethany Young) in FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS: THE NOWNESS OF REPARATIONS 

FOR BLACK PEOPLE IN NEW JERSEY (June 19, 2025) 

thingafication of a soul, 118 HANGING LOOSE MAGAZINE 78 (2025) (Poetry) 

TEACHING & RESEARCH INTERESTS 

Resistance, Revolution, Refusal and the Law; Criminal Law and Procedure; Critical Race Theory; Critical 

Theory; Black Radical Tradition; Black Studies, Ethnic Studies  

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund 

Assistant Counsel, 2019-2021 

Loevy & Loevy 

Justice Fellow, 2018-2019 

Seeds of Liberation 

Founder, Executive Director, 2015-2019 

John W. Walker, P.A. 

Attorney, 2016-2018 

Orleans Public Defenders 

Public Defender Corps-Equal Justice Works (PDC) Fellow, Staff Attorney, 2012-2015  

The Equal Justice Initiative 

Summer Legal Clerk, 2010 

Institute for Research in African American Studies at Columbia Law School 

Research Assistant for Professor Manning Marable, 2007 

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS 

Chair and Panelist, Radical Black Legal Epistemes, Annual Meeting of the Law and Society Association, May 

28, 2026 

Against Tyranny: How Criminal Law Mediates Resistance to Tyrannical State Violence, presented at 

• University of Maryland School of Law Constitutional Law Schmooze, March 6, 2026 

• Jerome M. Culp Colloquium, June 2, 2025 

Guest Lecturer, Law and Social Change, University of Maryland School of Law, February 9, 2026 

Panelist, Critical Engagement with Criminal Law: Scholarship and Teaching, Association of American Law 

Schools Annual Meeting, January 7, 2026 

http://www.theroot.com/what-do-you-call-a-black-man-with-a-j-d-1790881764
https://0447476d-2b2e-403b-a4b2-b3a6e944337f.usrfiles.com/ugd/044747_11bce223456b4e399e0b7f8b2900faaf.pdf
https://0447476d-2b2e-403b-a4b2-b3a6e944337f.usrfiles.com/ugd/044747_11bce223456b4e399e0b7f8b2900faaf.pdf
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Panelist, Constitutions, Gender, Minority and Indigenous Communities, University of Pretoria, Pretoria, South 

Africa, December 12, 2025 

Panelist, Policing Black Bodies, Law & Justice Symposium, University of Maryland School of Law, October 10, 

2025 

(Un)American Revolutionaries in the Courtroom: A Critical Race Paradigm, presented at 

• Jerome M. Culp Colloquium, June 2, 2025 

• University of Maryland School of Law Summer Faculty Workshop, July 2, 2025 

• John Mercer Langston Workshop, July 11, 2025 

• CrimFest Conference, July 15, 2025 

• Marquette University  Law School Junior Scholar Works-in-Progress Conference, September 6, 2025 

• Brooklyn Law School Faculty Workshop, September 15, 2025 

• LatCrit 2025 30th Anniversary Conference, October 18, 2025 

• University of Maryland School of Law Junior Faculty Workshop, November 6, 2025 

Panelist, National Lawyers Guild DisOrienation Professor Panel, University of Maryland School of Law, 

September 18, 2025 

Facilitator, Little Rock Freedom Fund Black August Critical Race Theory Class and Know Your Rights Training, 

August 16, 2025 

Conversant, Corinna Barrett Lain Presents: Secrets of the Killing State: The Untold Story of Lethal Injection, 

Red Emma’s (Baltimore, Maryland) May 6, 2025 

Panelist, Teaching Abolition in the Classroom, Prison Abolition Pedagogy: Teaching Abolition in the Classroom, 

The University of Miami School of Law, April 14, 2025 

Panelist, Ground Mobilization: The Executive Influence on Social Movements, Columbia Journal of Race and 

Law Spring Symposium, Columbia Law School, April 11, 2025 

Panelist, Defending the Rule of Law: The Role of Legal Education, Society of American Law Teachers Webinar 

Series, March 14, 2025 

Panelist, Georgetown Law Journal Fall Town Hall, Georgetown Law School, October 30, 2024 

Moderator, Toward Liberation: A Conversation on the Black Radical Tradition and the Movement to Free 

Palestine, New York University School of Law, February 29, 2024 

Guest Lecturer, Policing and the Use of Force, University of Arkansas at Little Rock Bowen School of Law, 

February 26, 2024 

Moderator, Resistance Across Borders: A Teach-In Charting Black and Palestinian Solidarity, Columbia Law 

School, February 20, 2024 

Speaker, Week Against Mass Incarceration, Vanderbilt Law School, February 16, 2024 

Guest Lecturer, Contemporary Criminal Issues, Brooklyn Law School, February 5, 2024 

Punishing Involuntary Resistance, presented at 

• CrimFest Conference, July 17, 2023  

• John Mercer Langston Workshop, June 30, 2023 

• Annual Meeting of the Law and Society Association, June 2, 2023 

• Jerome M. Culp Emerging Scholars Workshop, May 17, 2023 

• American Bar Association, Academy for Justice, and Association of American Law Schools Workshop 

for Research on the Criminal Legal System, December 2, 2022 

• Columbia Law School Academic Fellows Workshop, November 20, 2022 
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The Criminalization of Black Resistance to Capture and Policing, presented at 

• Slavery Past, Present and Future: 7th Global Meeting, Accra Ghana, July 4, 2023 

• Mid-Atlantic People of Color/Northeast People of Color Conference, October 21, 2022  

• CrimFest Conference, July 18, 2022 

• John Mercer Langston Writing Workshop, July 8, 2022 

• Decarceration Law Professors, Virtual Works-in-Progress Workshop, June 20, 2022 

• Criminal Justice Ethics Schmooze, June 9, 2022 

• Columbia Law School Academic Fellows Workshop, April 27, 2022 

Guest Lecturer, Racial Justice Externship, Columbia Law School, October 30, 2023 

Guest Lecturer, Abolition Colloquium, Cardozo School of Law, September 20, 2023 

Panelist, Combating Anti-Blackness in Public Interest Spaces, The Max Berger ’71 Public Interest/Public Service 

Fellows Program, Columbia Law School, March 9, 2023 

Moderator, Resisting and Surviving, New York University Review of Law & Social Change 2023 Colloquium: 

Criminalization of Dissent: Historical and Contemporary Repression of U.S. Resistance Movement, New York 

University Law School, March 8, 2023 

Commenter, Architecture of Abolition, Graduate Architecture and Urban Design Studio, Pratt Institute, March 7, 

2023 

Panelist, New Understandings of Wrongful Convictions, Innocent Behind Bars: A Symposium on 

Overcriminalization, The Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State University, February 24, 2023 

Guest Lecturer, Racial Equity Strategies Clinic, New York University School of Law, February 22, 2023 

Panelist, Eradicating the Badges and Incidents of Slavery, The Unfinished Work of Abolition: The University of 

Pennsylvania Carey School of Law Advocacy for Racial and Civil Justice Clinic Launch, February 3, 2023 

Guest Lecturer, Law and Social Justice, University of Miami School of Law, November 15, 2022 

Guest Lecturer, Critical Race Theory, Rutgers Law School, October 31, 2022 

Panelist, Movement Lawyering in Action—Tactics and Politics, Law 4 Black Lives Movement Lawyering 

Intensive Fellowship Closing Retreat, October 21, 2022 

Guest Lecturer, Race, Gender, and Crime, Fordham Law School, September 7, 2022 

Speaker, Restorative Justice Collective, Columbia Law School, April 15, 2022 

Guest Lecturer, Racial Equity Strategies Clinic, New York University School of Law, March 22, 2022 

Co-Moderator, Lawyering with Community Movements, Lawyers, Community and Impact Series, Columbia Law 

School, March 9, 2022 

Panelist, Listen, Learn, and Act: Race and Law Enforcement Symposium, St. Johns Law School, April 23, 2021 

Panelist, Prisons in a Pandemic: Litigating Health, Safety, and COVID for Incarcerated People, Liman Center, 

Yale Law School, October 15, 2020 

Guest Lecturer, Contemporary Social Justice Issues, Rutgers Law School, February 28, 2020 

Panelist, Retracing the Footsteps of History Makers: A Civil Rights Commemoration, Little Rock Central High 

School National Historic Site, September 26, 2019 

Witness, Hearing on HB1251 – To Create the Helping Our People Excel (H.O.P.E.) Act of 2017, Arkansas House 

of Representatives, Judiciary Committee, March 9, 2017 

Lecturer, How the State Instrumentalizes the Criteria of Citizenship to Paralyze People Directly Impacted by 

Incarceration in their Dispossession, University of Central Arkansas, Scheder Honors College, October 5, 2016 
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Panelist, The Intersection of Race, Gender, and Privilege Within the Fight Against Mass Incarceration, Columbia 

University, Institute for Research in African-American Studies, April 21, 2016 

SELECTED MEDIA 

Daniel McFadden, Settlement Extends State Prison Covid Protocols, Includes Masks and Vaccine Information 

For Inmates, ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE (March 23, 2025) 

Dale Ellis, Activist Charged in Firebombing Goes Free After Sentencing, ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

(December 7, 2022) 

Dale Ellis, City of Little Rock, Family of Driver Killed by Police Officer Reach Settlement, ARKANSAS 

DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE (October 8, 2021) 

Nell May, Omavi Shukur, THE HARVARD GAZETTE (September 29, 2020) 

Rachel Aviv, Punishment by Pandemic, THE NEW YORKER (June 22, 2020) 

Michael Buckner, A Look at New Laws Going into Effect in Arkansas on July 31, THV11 (July 28, 2017) 

Jim Williamson, Man Found Not Guilty of Drug Possession, TEXARKANA GAZETTE (May 19, 2017) 

Brejamin Perkins, Rep. Walker Proposes Bill to Make Food Stamps Eligible for Those Convicted of Felony Drug 

Charges, THV11 (February 21, 2017) 

Max Brantley, A Response to Police Arrests Becomes a Tutorial on Race, Class and Policing in Little Rock, 

ARKANSAS TIMES (September 29, 2016) 

Elizabeth Flock, What’s the Matter with Arkansas? Prison and Jail Lawsuits Signal Trouble, AL JAZEERA 

AMERICA (October 14, 2015)      

EXTERNAL SERVICE ACTIVITIES 

Little Rock Freedom Fund 

Board Member, 2022-Present 

New Jersey Reparations Council 

Public Safety & Justice Committee Member, 2024-2025 

NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund Marshall Motley Scholars Program Training Steering Committee 

Member, 2025-Present 

NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund Marshall Motley Scholars Program 

Reviewer, 2022-2024 

Black Freedom Project (Coalition of Black Organizers and Advocates Across New York State) 

Research Committee, 2021 

Arkansas Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty 

Board Member, 2016-2018 

American Civil Liberties Union of Arkansas, Legal Committee  

Member, 2015-2018 

INTERNAL SERVICE ACTIVITIES 

University of Maryland School of Law 

• Administrative Committee Member, 2024-2025, 2025-2026 

• Art Committee, Chair, 2025-2026 

 

 

https://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2025/mar/23/settlement-reached-between-arkansas-coalition-of/
https://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2025/mar/23/settlement-reached-between-arkansas-coalition-of/
https://www.nwaonline.com/news/2022/dec/07/activist-charged-in-firebombing-goes-free-after/
https://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2021/oct/08/city-little-rock-family-driver-killed-police-offic/
https://toservebetter.harvard.edu/profile/ar-omavi-shukur
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/06/22/punishment-by-pandemic
https://www.thv11.com/article/news/local/a-look-at-new-laws-going-into-effect-in-arkansas-on-july-31st/91-460238526
https://www.pressreader.com/usa/texarkana-gazette/20170519/281517931055683
https://www.thv11.com/article/news/local/rep-walker-proposes-bill-to-make-food-stamps-eligible-for-those-convicted-of-felony-drug-charges/91-411198417
https://www.thv11.com/article/news/local/rep-walker-proposes-bill-to-make-food-stamps-eligible-for-those-convicted-of-felony-drug-charges/91-411198417
https://www.thv11.com/article/news/local/rep-walker-proposes-bill-to-make-food-stamps-eligible-for-those-convicted-of-felony-drug-charges/91-411198417
https://arktimes.com/arkansas-blog/2016/09/29/a-response-to-police-arrests-becomes-a-tutorial-on-race-class-and-policing-in-little-rock
https://arktimes.com/arkansas-blog/2016/09/29/a-response-to-police-arrests-becomes-a-tutorial-on-race-class-and-policing-in-little-rock
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2015/10/14/whats-the-matter-with-arkansas.html
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PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

Member, Law and Society Association; Member, Association of American Law Schools Section on Criminal 

Procedure; Member, American Association of Law Schools Section on Criminal Law, Member, Association of 

American Law Schools Section on Civil Rights; Member, American Bar Association 

BAR ADMISSIONS 

Arkansas, Louisiana (inactive), Maryland, New York, United States District Courts for the Eastern and Western 

Districts of Arkansas, United States District Court for the Northern District of Illinois, United States District 

Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana, United States Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit, United States 

Supreme Court. 
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