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BACKGROUND 

The food stamp provisions of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation 
Act of 1996 signed by President Clinton on August 22, 1996, deletes a current rule that permitted 
minor children to be separate food stamp households in some situations. Action Transmittal IMA 
OPA #95-42 is obsolete. 

CURRENT POLICY 

Children, 21 years old or younger, living with their parents, cannot be separate households from 
their parents unless they are married and living with their spouse, or are parents and living with 
their children. The exception also applied to children living with and under the parental control of 
someone other than a parent. 

NEW POLICY 

The new rules are as follows: 

0 All children, 21 years old and younger, living with their parents, must be included in the 
same household as their parents. 

Children (other than foster children) under 18, who live with and are under the parental 
control of someone other than a parent, cannot be a separate food stamp household. 



Example #1: Ms. Jones is age 19. She and her husband and child are living with Ms. Jones' 
parents. They purchase and prepare their food separately. They must all be included in the same 
food stamp household. 

Example #2: Mr. Brown is an SSI recipient and is applying for food stamps. He and his 
employed 20 year-old son live together, but purchase and prepare their food separately. They 
must be considered as one household. 

Example #3: Ms. Smith is age 17 and is applying for food stamps. Her uncle allows her to live in 
his home and they purchase and prepare her food separately. The local department determines 
that the uncle does not exercise parental responsibility over Ms. Smith. She can be a separate 
food stamp household. 

REMINDERS 

The rule requiring that those who customarily purchase and prepare prepare their meals together 
be considered one household has not changed. 

Spouses who live together are still considered one household. 

ACTION REOUlRJ3D 

The decision of who to include in the food stamp household is made by the case manager, based 
on the statements of the household members and the requirements of the program. There is no 
change in the coding of AIMS and CARES for most households. The work around and special 
processing required when minor parents were in separate households from their parents is 
eliminated. Action Transmittal IMA OPA #95-42 is obsolete. 

Please place the attached manual pages in the Food Stamp manual. The On-line Manual will also 
be updated by November 1, 1996. 

ACTION DUE 

The policy is effective at application, recertification, or at interim change on or after, October 1, 
1996. 

INOUIRES 

Please direct questions to Kay Finegan at (410) 767-7939. 

cc: FIA Management Staff 
Constituent Services 
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FIOUSZHOLD CONCEPT 

o special 
ELigibility 
Situations 

'100 - 

The following persons may make up or be part. of t h e  food 
stamp household provided they meet t h e  special 
r e q u i r m e n t s  described. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

Strikers - 3ouseholds with a mefnber subject to work 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  who is on s t r i k e  are not  e l i g i b l e  fo r  
food stamp un les s  they were e l i g i b l e  f o r  b e n e f i t s  on 
t h e  day prior to  t!!e s t r i k e .  
Persons who are exempt frm mrk r e g i s t r a t i o n  are not  
defined a s t r ikers ,  trlerefore, t h i s  plicy does n o t  
apply to them. I n  add i t ion ,  it dces nor apply  t o  
persons locked o u t  from t h e i r  jobs- 

(See Sect ion  101). 

Students - Students  nust m e e t  one of t9a e l i g i b i l i t y  
r e q u i r m e n t s  l i s t e d  i n  sec t ion  102. 

Residents of s c n ~  private -profit housing for 
elderly - I f  t h e  housinq was b u i l t  under w i t h e  Sec t ion  202 1 

of t h e  B u s i n g  Pr=t  of 1559 or Section 236 of t h e  
National m u s i n g  A c t .  

Narcotic addicts or alcoholics - For the p u r p s e  of 
participation i n  a drug or a lcohol  t r e a t n e n t  
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  t h e  addict/alcanolic m u s t  r e s i d e  a t  a 
f a c i l i t y  or treatment cantor .  
m u s t  be a non-profit ( f ede ra l ly  tax-exempt) f a c i l i t y .  
It must also be verified or l i censed  as providing 
treatment by a h e a l t h ,  mental h e a l t h  or a l coho l  abuse 
agency of t h e  State of Naryland or te l i censed  by E'NS 
as a re ta i l  food o u t l e t ,  

me t r e a m e n t  cen te r  

D i s a b l e d  or blind individuals who are residents of 
group l i v i n g  arrangement (a) f a c i l i t i e s  and who 
received b e n e f i t s  under T i t l e  I1 (RSDI) or T i t l e  XVI 
(SSI) of  t h e  Social Security Act ,  who are rated as 
100% d i sab led  by t h e  Veteranos Administration 
rece iv ing  a non-service connected d i s a b i l i t y  paymerit 
from the Veterano s Aaministration, r ece iv ing  
d i s a b i l i t y  re t i rement  bene f i t s  from a qovernmental 
agency because o f  a d i s a b i l i t y  considered ?ema;?ent 
under t h e  Social Secur i ty  Act or r ece iv ing  an annuity 
payment under t h e  ,9ailroad Retirement A c t  and 
determined e l i g i b l e  to rece ive  Medicare by t h e  
milroad 3et i rement  Soard. The f a c i l i t y  m u s t  5F! a 
non-profit ( f e d e r a l l y  tax-exempt) f a c i l i t y  certified 
by a h e a l t h ,  menta l -hea l th  or  social s e r v i c e s  agency 
of t h e  State of Maryland. 
de t a i l s .  

~ e e  Section 109 f o r  mre 
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100.3 

- 

I I I 1 

1 -  
I N F O ~ T I O N :  

( can t  d) 

I 0 A .  
Household 

I wf i n i  t ion 

B. 

C. 

Spouses - E i t h e r  of t w o  p e o p l e  who (1) 
would b e  d e f i n e d  as married t o  e a c h  
o t h e r  u n d e r  a p p l i c a b l e  s t a t e  l a w ;  o r  ( 2 )  
ho ld  t h e m s e l v e s  out t o  t h e  community as 
husband  and w i f e  by r e p r e s e n t i n g  
t h e m s e l v e s  as s u c h  t o  re la t ives ,  
f r i e n d s ,  n e i g h b o r s ,  or  trades people. 

Parents and Children - Children, 21 
years and younger, living with their 
parents cannot be separate households 
from their parents. 

Adult children (22 years o r  o1der)who 
live with their parents can be separate 
households if they purchase and prepare 
their food separately. 

Children Under 18 Years of Aue - 
Children (other than foster children) 
under 18 who live with and are under the 
parental control of someone other than a 
parent cannot be a separate food stamp 
household. 

No individual may grticipate as a m a n b e r  of more than one 
household i n  any month unless  he/she is a resident  of a 
s h e l t e r  for battered m e n  and chi ldren as defined i n  Sect ion 
103. However, i f  a LCerson or group leaves a household, they . 
m u s t  be prmittd t o  apply and participate a s  a separate 
household the month after the move, i f  otherwise e l i g i b l e .  
Since the r m a i n i n g  members of the o r i g i n a l  household must 
receive not ice  of the adverse act ion if their bene f i t s  are 
reduced, they w i l l  receive bene f i t s  based on the  o r i g i n a l  
household s i z e  i f  the adverse act ion p r i d  ex2ires  i n  the 
mon*h a f t e r  the move. 
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